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EDUCATION CENTRAL POLICY 
110. Dr M.D. NAHAN to the Premier: 
(1) Why did the Minister for Education and Training and the Minister for Transport spend $30 000 of 

taxpayers’ money on travel to Sydney for a single briefing on Education Central? 
(2) Why did the ministers not use the state-of-the-art videoconferencing facilities in Dumas House, rather 

than spending $30 000 on a single trip? 
Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
(1)–(2) I am pleased that the Leader of the Opposition has asked me this question. The ministers went to 

Sydney for a range of briefings to understand the issues and complexities of multistorey schools. There 
are multistorey schools in Sydney and Melbourne, and indeed around the world, and I am sure that at 
some point in time in Western Australia, that will be an idea whose time has come, as our population 
grows and population density increases. 

Dr M.D. Nahan interjected. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: The Leader of the Opposition asked the question. Can I please answer it? 
The trip to Sydney involved meetings with architects and planners and the New South Wales Department of 
Education; it must have been organised by the New South Wales Liberal government. I might also note that it 
was within the guidelines as set out by the last government in the Premier’s circular of 2014. 
Whilst we are on the subject of trips, I am getting the implication from the Leader of the Opposition that he 
thinks it was somehow inappropriate for these two ministers to undertake that travel. He might just want to listen 
to something. I have here something that was unreported by the press gallery at the time. The document is 
headed — 

6 April 2011 
Report to Parliament by Dr Mike Nahan MLA, Member for Riverton 
Imprest Travel to USA 18 December 2010—17 January 2011 

I just want to quote it to the house — 
The cost of my travel was $14,495.33. 
I left Perth on Saturday 18 December 2010 … 
… 
In Vancouver, I had a family holiday from 18 December 2010 — 3 January 2011. 

The taxpayers paid for this. Further into the report, in the final paragraph it states — 
On Sunday, 9 January 2011, I flew on United Airlines from Denver, Colorado to San Francisco for 
a family holiday until Monday, 17 January 2011.  

In other words, the Leader of the Opposition, who is now complaining about two ministers going to Sydney, 
New South Wales—within Australia—six years ago, in this report, used public money to go to the United States 
on a family holiday. 
Several members interjected. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: You, my friend, have been shown to be a complete fraud! 
The SPEAKER: Have you finished, Premier? 
Mr M. McGowan: I can do more, if you like. 
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